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Jacqueline C. Vermaat 
Lenville J. Stelle 
Anthropology 200 
April 25, 2011 
History of the Grand Village of the Kickapoo Park 
If one drove along County Road 3100 East Road in McLean County, Illinois, near the 
small town of Arrowsmith, he or she would happen upon a small two and a third acre public area 
dedicated to the Native Americans collectively known as the Kickapoo. This public area, 
formally labeled The Grand Village of the Kickapoo Park (GVKP), represents history from a 
time when the Kickapoo themselves called this area home. The park today is owned by Fredrick 
William Vermaat and his wife, Misty Eve Vermaat. Before their purchase of the property in 
2006, however, there is a tale of excitement, grief, and dedication that includes the arrival of the 
Kickapoo on the land, their lives here, and their ultimate removal. Then, in the 1990s, in 
response to certain events, a park and powwow were created in honor of the Kickapoo. My goal 
is to describe this incredible story, and I include in my appendices copies of the primary 
documents associated with the formation of The GVKP. Through this essay and its collection of 
documents, the hope is to shed light on what was previously dark in the landscape’s fascinating 
past. 
When the Kickapoo actually arrived on the Illinois landscape is not revealed in the Euro-
American chronicles of the early period. According to Father Claude Allouez, the Kickapoo 
were in fact living in present day Illinois (New France) as early as the 1670s (JR 58:293). This is 
supported by three reports of sightings of small groups of Kickapoo in the late 1600s where they 
seemed to have occupied abandoned villages for hunting and trading purposes. These settlements 
Vermaat 2 
 
were found as far south as Lake Peoria (JR 65:69). Also, in 1702, Pierre Le Moyne d’Iberville, a 
French colonial administrator, indicated that the Kickapoo were located in the northern parts of 
Illinois (Jablow 1974:123; JR 66:39; NYCD 9:890). It was not until late 1715, however, that the 
Kickapoo’s history in New France was officially established when a French officer named Louis 
de la Porte de Louvigny forced peace with the Kickapoo after a several year struggle (Gibson 
1963:12; Jablow, 1974:146, 152, 164; JR 66:39). Looking to expand their lands during the late 
seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, the Iroquois Native Americans pushed to move the 
Kickapoo from their lands (Callendar et al. 1978:662). This act forced the Kickapoo out of their 
Wisconsin homelands which, according to Helen H. Tanner’s map of The Iroquois Wars, were 
near the Wisconsin River as of 1665 (Tanner 1987:6). They then moved on to the Illinois 
territory. Drawn to the rivers in central Illinois, by 1730 the Kickapoo started migrating even 
farther south. After the 1750s much of the Kickapoo population was located along the upper 
Wabash River. This was an ideal location as they could easily obtain European trade goods. It is 
worthy to note that during the movement south in the early 1700s, the Kickapoo population split 
into two separate bands. One was the Vermillion Band of the Wabash and Vermillion Rivers, 
and the other was the Prairie Band. The Prairie Band spread all throughout central Illinois and is 
the band to which most of the focus will be placed later in this essay. These two regions would 
become the most important and common locations for the Kickapoo people until the early 
nineteenth century (Smith 1978:39-40). 
According to historical literature, the occupation of what we are labeling as the Grand 
Village of the Kickapoo site does not begin until 1791 (Smith 1978:69). The Kickapoo village is 
frequently referred to as the main Kickapoo village in central Illinois. The village has a fort 
associated with it. Little support is available on the details of the fort’s creation, but it has been 
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estimated that the fort was created in 1752. In 1974, the Illinois State University archaeologist, 
Edward Jelks, excavated a wall and corner bastion of the defensive work indicating location of 
the site and some detail to its structure. According to William Brigham’s speculations, the village 
and fort were located near the headwaters of the Sangamon River in McLean County, Illinois 
(Smith 1978:71). Although, many inconsistencies exist in the maps from this era, it was 
concluded that it is very likely that the Kickapoo fort and Grand Village of the Kickapoo were 
located in Sections 5 and 6 of West Township in McLean County, Illinois (Berkson 1992:119). 
According to scouts sent out by Fort Ouiantanon’s commandant, the Kickapoo’s fort was located 
about five miles southwest of the Fox fort of 1730 (Brigham, 1948:1-3). Later, an “Indian 
squaw” reported that the Kickapoo claimed the purpose of their fort was to protect them and to 
launch attacks on the French. The Indian squaw also mentioned that the fort was located on the 
edge of a great timber (Brigham 1948:1-3). Clearly, this fort was created with the intent of 
defensive action in mind. 
In 1790 and 1791, Colonel Wilkinson and his men marched through central Illinois with 
a mission to identify and then destroy all of the Kickapoo villages in the area. In their wake, they 
left destruction in the villages of the Eel, Illinois, and Wabash Rivers. Practically nothing was 
left of these villages, as Wilkinson and his regulars burned everything to the ground, including 
the village’s crops. Colonel Wilkinson then continued his quest in attempt to find the major 
Kickapoo village rumored to be located around the Sangamon River. Once found, the colonel 
and his men attacked and then burned the village like the others (Smith 1978:74-75). This was 
just the beginning of the demise of the Kickapoo in this region. There would only be more 
attacks to come. In fact, by February 10, 1812, Governor Edwards proposed to the Secretary of 
War that the United States wage war with the Kickapoo people. Americans wanted to continue to 
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expand their territories west, and the Kickapoo were proving to cause significant problems in 
their plans. As little as three months later, more military were sent with the intent to kill the 
Kickapoo and destroy everything they had worked so hard to become (Smith 1978:77). This 
became an element of the War of 1812 fought here in the Northwest Territories.  
According to separate treaties in 1819 (see Table 1 of Appendix A for documents- 
Appendix A: Kappler 1904 a,b), the Prairie Kickapoo and the Kickapoo of the Vermillion traded 
their lands for lands in Missouri. This began the final act of removal of the Kickapoo from the 
area. Despite orders for the forced expulsion by Illinois state militia to take place immediately, 
many of the Kickapoo stayed near the Vermillion River and in central Illinois. During that time, 
the Kickapoo were accused of harassing American settlers (who they had obviously grown to 
dislike) and of participating in the Black Hawk War. Perhaps some individuals did, an answer is 
difficult to quantify. In any event, by 1834 the last families, to include the remaining members of 
Kenekuk’s (the Kickapoo Prophet, see Table 2 of Appendix B for document- Appendix B: 
Hodge 1906) religious/Christian community, were driven west of the Mississippi and the 
Kickapoo homeland for at least the preceding 150 years seemed lost to the people forever. 
Today, much of the Kickapoo population is located in Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, and Mexico. 
(Berkson 1992:120).  
From this point, the history of the Grand Village of the Kickapoo site jumps up to the 
year of 1992. At this time, a couple by the name of Bill and Doris Emmett owned the land. 
According to Bill and Doris Emmett’s account recorded in their article “How Our Journey 
Began,” the legend of the Kickapoo Native Americans was brought to their attention by a local 
historian by the name of Ralph Duvick in 1992. Mr. Duvick relayed to them the magnificent 
story of the Kickapoo people and the Grand Village of the Kickapoo. Unaware of the great 
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historical significance their farm held, the now very interested couple decided to further 
investigate the history of their land. One fateful Sunday forever changed their lives. They learned 
that Heartland Hogs was planning to build a large hog operation with a factory in the SE ¼ of 
Section 31, T.23N. R.5E. (Arrowsmith Township). This would have been the north end of the 
Grand Village of the Kickapoo site (Rockford Map Publishers 2008:36). This hog operation 
would have ruined the ground, covering part of the historic site and turning it into a swamp 
covered disaster (Emmett:1). 
 This new knowledge of the plans for the hog factory pushed the Emmetts to take the 
necessary action to make the land a memorial to the Kickapoo. This meant the Emmetts would 
also have to purchase more land in order to succeed in protecting the ground sacred to the Native 
Americans. The Emmetts stated in their account, “We felt it was morally wrong to allow this to 
happen,” and so they set to work and formed a local citizens’ group. This group was known as 
“The Kickapoo 4 Association” and its mission was to stop the hog facility from building on the 
Grand Village of the Kickapoo. Some files containing letters of correspondence from “The 
Kickapoo 4 Association” are included in the Appendix C: Correspondence During Park Creation 
folder in the appendices (see Table 3 for Appendix C documents- Appendix C: Emmett 1995; 
Appendix C: Kickapoo “4” Association 1997). After several meetings with the hog facility 
coordinators and some gentle persuasion, Heartland Hogs decided not to build on the land. In 
attempt to protect the Grand Village of the Kickapoo from future destruction, the Kickapoo 
people tried to purchase the land. The deal, however, was not finalized, as the owners of the land 
changed their price and terms of agreement (Emmett:1). 
The Emmett’s story continues in 1998 when they heard that the owners of the Grand 
Village of the Kickapoo site were, again, looking to sell. The Kickapoo people were still not in a 
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position to purchase the land, so the Emmetts became interested in it. In their decision making, 
they stressed their desire to preserve the site. Despite the fact that purchasing the land was not 
financially a sound decision for the Emmett family, they decided to make the purchase anyway. 
In January of 1997, the Emmetts successfully obtained the SE ¼ of Section 3, T.23 N. R.5E. in 
Arrowsmith Township (see Table 4 of Appendix D for document – Appendix D: Emmett 1997). 
This equates to 160 acres, which is part of the Grand Village of the Kickapoo site (Rockford 
Map Publishers 2008:36). This purchase made the Emmetts the caretakers of the west half of the 
historic Kickapoo Village site. The Emmetts then dedicated two and a third acres of the land “as 
a permanent memorial to the Grand Village in the form of a park,” in honor of the Kickapoo 
nation (See Table 4 of Appendix D for related documents). The couple committed their work on 
the park to protect and preserve the grave sites of the Kickapoo ancestors, to continue to have a 
land that all Kickapoo could be proud to visit, and to try to raise funds and volunteer help to 
better the park. In 1998, the Kickapoo finally returned to the Grand Village site (Emmett:1). 
Since then, the GVKP Association has continued to host intertribal powwows nearly 
every year (see Tables 5 and 6 of Appendices E and F for related documents and pictures). The 
land changed hands to Bill and Misty Vermaat on June 9, 2006. The park’s association members 
worried about the fate of the park due to the change of owners, but there was no cause to worry 
(See Table 7 of Appendix G for document-Appendix G: Richardson 2007). Bill Vermaat 
promised in his statement, “When Bill Emmett showed us the property and the park, he told us 
that the GVKP was a privately owned public park and that as property owners we could do 
whatever we wanted with the park- close it, remove it, or keep it. We told Bill that as long as we 
owned the property, the park would remain for all to enjoy.” The powwow continues to be held. 
This year, the 13th powwow will be held on June 4th and 5th of 2011. 
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Another large participant in the GVKP is the Native American interest group known as 
Midwest SOARRING (Save Our Ancestors Remains & Resources Indigenous Network Group). 
The group is a Native American, non-for-profit organization who has made it their mission to 
assist Native Americans in need, educate the general public, promote indigenous knowledge, 
recreate traditional Native style cultures, protect the remaining Native cultures, and reintroduce 
bison to Illinois (Midwest SOARRING 2011:1). Based in the Chicago Metropolitan area, the 
organization was instrumental in the creation of the GVKP and co-sponsored its first Powwow in 
1998. Since then, Midwest SOARRING has been in attendance and visibly supportive of all the 
powwows held at the GVKP. They also still play a very active role in the maintenance of the 
site’s buffalo. Midwest SOARRING currently owns 23 bison that occupy the 30 acres owned by 
Bill and Misty Vermaat immediately west of the GVKP. Midwest SOARRING hosts a “Buffalo 
Shoot” regularly where the public can view and photograph the buffalo who now reside on the 
property (See Table 8 of Appendix H for related documents). This event is usually held in the 
fall. The commonly accepted association between Midwestern Native American cultures and the 
bison is maintained with this enjoyable and educational activity. 
Many different people, organizations, and groups were instrumental in the creation, 
management, and success of the GVKP including the community of LeRoy and McLean County, 
the property owners (the Emmetts and the Vermaats), the Kickapoo people, the Grand Village of 
the Kickapoo Park Association, and Midwest SOARRING. Unfortunately, due to 
intercommunity issues, the Kickapoo people only were able to attend the first powwow on the 
grounds, but they are always in mind and spirit with park dealings. The interactions between 
these agents have been complex, but ultimately rewarding. Primary documents from the park’s 
history have been known to survive. Most of these were recovered from the personal files of 
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property owner Bill Emmett’s wife, Doris, who is sadly now deceased. These documents are 
included in the appendices. My goal is to publish these documents into the public record so that 
future historians will have access to a deeper reservoir of information upon which to draw. 
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TABLES OF APPENDICES: 
TABLE 1: Appendix A. Treaties with the Kickapoo 
 Document Name Publication/ 
Author 
Date Description 
1.  Treaty with the Kickapoo 1809 Indian Treaties 
1778-1883 by 
Charles Joseph 
Kappler 
(1904)
1972 
reprint 
A treaty between the 
United States of America 
and the Kickapoo Tribe of 
Indians in 1809. 
2.  Treaty with the Kickapoo 1815 Indian Treaties 
1778-1883 by 
Charles Joseph 
Kappler 
(1904) 
1972 
reprint 
A treaty of peace and 
friendship made between 
the United States of 
America and the 
Kickapoo Tribe of Indians 
in 1815. 
3.  Treaty with the Wea and the 
Kickapoo 1816  
Indian Treaties 
1778-1883 by 
Charles Joseph 
Kappler 
(1904) 
1972 
reprint 
A treaty made and entered 
into at Fort Harrision 
between the United States 
of America and the Wea 
and Kickapoo Tribes in 
1816. 
4.  Treaty with the Wea and the 
Kickapoo 1816 (2) 
Indian Treaties 
1778-1883 by 
Charles Joseph 
Kappler 
(1904) 
1972 
reprint 
A treaty made and entered 
into at Fort Harrison 
between the United States 
of America and the Wea 
and Kickapoo Indians in 
1816. (copy in better 
condition) 
5.  Treaty with the Kickapoo 1819 Indian Treaties 
1778-1883 by 
Charles Joseph 
Kappler 
(1904) 
1972 
reprint 
A treaty made and 
concluded at Edwardsville 
between the United States 
of America and the 
Kickapoo Tribe of Indians 
in 1819.  
6.  Treaty with the Kickapoo 1819 (2) Indian Treaties 
1778-1883 by 
Charles Joseph 
Kappler 
(1904) 
1972 
reprint 
A treaty made and 
concluded at Edwardsville 
between the United States 
of America and the 
Kickapoo Tribe of Indians 
in 1819. (copy in better 
condition) 
7.  Treaty with the Kickapoo 1819 (3) Indian Treaties 
1778-1883 by 
Charles Joseph 
Kappler 
(1904) 
1972 
reprint 
A treaty made between the 
United States of America 
and the tribe of Kickapoo 
of the Vermilion in 1819. 
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TABLE 2: Appendix B. Miscellaneous Documents 
 Document Name Publication/ 
Author 
Date Description 
1.  Ellsworth’s 100th Year Ellsworth’s 
100th Year by  
Don Evans 
1971 A booklet of information 
concerning the early 
settlement of the Dawson, 
Arrowsmith, Empire, 
Bluemound, and Old 
Town Townships. 
2.  Historical Society Journal 
(Kaskaskia Indians) 
“The Kaskaskia 
Indians- A 
Tentative 
Hypothesis” 
written by Dr. 
J.F. Snyder  
1912-
1913 
An article from the 
Journal of the Illinois 
State Historical Society 
1912-1913 (April- 
January) about the 
Kaskaskia Indians. 
3.  Kanakuk (Bureau of American 
Ethnology) 
Handbook of 
American 
Indians Part 1 
by Frederick 
Webb Hodge 
1906 An article about Kanakuk, 
the Kickapoo prophet, 
published by the Bureau 
of American Ethnology. 
4.  Kickapoo Reservations Federal and 
State Indian 
Reservations 
and Indian 
Trust Areas by 
U.S. 
Department of 
Commerce 
1974 A portion of the book 
containing information 
about the Kickapoo 
reservations in Brown 
County, Kansas, and 
Oklahoma, Lincoln, and 
Pottawatomi Counties in 
Oklahoma. 
5.  Notebook 1 of the Kickapoo Club Notebook No. 1 
of the Kickapoo 
Club: 
Bloomington, 
Illinois 1914 by 
C.H. Robinson, 
Richard 
Thomas 
Robinson, and 
W.B. Brigham 
1914 A portion of the book with 
stories of accounts from 
the past. 
6.  The Kickapoo People- Indian 
Tribal Series 
Loose-leaf 
document 
handwritten by 
Doris Emmett 
N/A Doris Emmett’s 
handwritten organization 
of information from a 
book  The Kickapoo 
People- Indian Tribal 
Series by George R. 
Nielson. 
 
Vermaat 13 
 
TABLE 3: Appendix C. Correspondence During Park Creation 
 Document Name Publication/ 
Author 
Date Description 
1.  Champaign County Forest 
Preserve District Correspondence 
Roger 
Kirkwood 
11/18/
1997 
Correspondence between 
Roger Kirkwood and Bill 
Emmett. 
2.  Correspondence with Ann Haaker William L. 
Emmett 
5/13/ 
1997 
Correspondence between 
Ann Haaker and Bill 
Emmett. 
3.  Illinois State Museum 
Correspondence 
Bonnie W. 
Styles 
3/28/ 
1995 
Correspondence between 
Bonnie W. Styles. 
4.  Kickapoo 4 Association 
Correspondence 2-9-95 
William 
Emmett 
2/9/ 
1995 
Correspondence between 
Mayor Jesse Smart and 
Bill Emmett. 
5.  Kickapoo 4 Association 
Correspondence 5-7-97 
Kickapoo “4” 
Association 
5/7/ 
1997 
Correspondence between 
Kendall Scott, chairman 
of the Business 
Committee of the 
Kickapoo Tribe of 
Oklahoma, and Bill 
Emmett.  
6.  Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma 
Correspondence 4-10-95 
Kendall Scott 4/10/ 
1995 
Correspondence between 
Ken Montoya and Kendall 
Scott. 
7.  Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma 
Correspondence 5-6-97 
Kendall Scott 5/6/ 
1997 
Correspondence between 
Kendall Scott and the 
McLean County Zoning 
Board of Appeals. 
8.  Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma 
Correspondence 6-23-97 
Kent Collier/ 
Chakaskaka 
6/23/ 
1997 
Correspondence between 
Kent Collier, Tribal 
NAGPRA Director, and 
Bill and Doris Emmett. 
9.  LeRoy Historical Society 
Correspondence 12-20-94 
Ralph Duvick 12/20/
1994 
Correspondence “To 
Whom It May Concern” 
written by Ralph Duvick, 
President of the LeRoy 
Historical Society. 
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TABLE 4: Appendix D. Legal Documents 
 Document Name Publication/ 
Author 
Date Description 
1.  Alternate Legal Description Bill Emmett- 
Park Survey 
6/9/ 
1997 
Legal Description of the 
Grand Village of the 
Kickapoo Park. 
2.  Lucinda E. Jones Certificate of 
Death 
State of Illinois 
County Clerk’s 
Records 
9/16/ 
1997 
Standard Certificate of 
Death for Lucinda E. 
Jones. 
3.  McLean County Historical 
Society’s Letter of Support  
McLean County 
Historical 
Society 
N/A Document saying that the 
McLean County Historical 
Society supports the 
preservation of the site. 
4.  Narrative Associated with Nat’l 
Registration Form 
USDI/NPS 
NRHP 
Registration 
Form- 
Grand Village 
of the Kickapoo 
Historic District 
N/A The “Narrative 
Description” for the 
National Register of 
Historic Places. 
(continuation sheet) 
5.  National Register of Historic 
Places Nomination Form 
National 
Register of 
Historic Places 
Inventory- 
Nomination 
Form prepared 
by Mark 
Wagner 
2/17/ 
1981 
The nomination form for 
the National Register of 
Historic Places for the 
United States Department 
of the Interior Heritage 
Conservation and 
Recreation Service.  
6.  Part of the National Register of 
Historical Places 
USDI/NPS 
NRHP 
Registration 
Form- 
Grand Village 
of the Kickapoo 
Historic District 
N/A The “Narrative 
Description” for the 
National Register of 
Historic Places. (not 
complete description) 
7.  USDI-NPS Registration Form 
Cont 
USDI/NPS 
NRHP 
Registration 
Form- 
Grand Village 
of the Kickapoo 
Historic District 
N/A Drawing of a section of a 
stockade ditch at the 
Warren Bane Site. 
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8.  USDI-NPS Registration Form 
Cont (2) 
USDI/NPS 
NRHP 
Registration 
Form- 
Grand Village 
of the Kickapoo 
Historic District 
N/A A portion of the 1824 
T22N, R5E Plat Map, 
McLean County, Illinois. 
 
TABLE 5: Appendix E. Documents Pertaining to Powwow Operation 
 Document Name Publication/ 
Author 
Date Description 
1.  2005 Vendor Regulations “Vendor 
Regulations” by 
The Grand 
Village of the 
Kickpoo Park 
2005 Document to be signed by 
vendors for the 2005 
powwow containing all 
the rules and regulations. 
2.  Powwow 2004 Brochure “7th Annual 
Intertribal 
Powwow” by 
The Grand 
Village of the 
Kickapoo Park 
2004 Brochure about the 2004 
powwow held at the 
Grand Village of the 
Kickapoo Park. 
3.  Powwow 2005 Flyer “8th Annual 
Intertribal 
Powwow” by 
The Grand 
Village of the 
Kickapoo Park 
2005 Flyer about the 2005 
powwow held at the 
Grand Village of the 
Kickapoo Park. 
4.  Powwow 2004 Flyer “7th Annual 
Intertribal 
Powwow” by 
The Grand 
Village of the 
Kickapoo Park 
2004 Flyer about the 2004 
powwow held at the 
Grand Village of the 
Kickapoo Park. 
5.  Vendor Application Form “Vendor 
Application 
Form” by The 
Grand Village 
of the Kickapoo 
Park 
2005 An invitation to attend the 
2005 powwow as a 
vendor. This form was to 
be filled out and returned 
to The Grand Village of 
the Kickapoo Park. 
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TABLE 6: Appendix F. Maps and Pictures 
 Document Name Publication/ 
Author 
Date Description 
1.  United States Geological Survey 
Complete 
United States 
Department of 
the Interior 
Geological 
Survey 
N/A 15 minute series 
topographical map of the 
Arrowsmith Quadrangle. 
2.  2007 Powwow Layout Created by 
Angelio Padro 
and edited by 
Bill Vermaat 
2007 Grounds layout for the 
2007 powwow. 
 
TABLE 7: Appendix G. Newspaper Articles 
 Document Name Publication/ 
Author 
Date Description 
1.  Daily Pantagraph (5-27-07) “Tribal reunion 
returns to 
Kickapoo Park 
near LeRoy” by 
Scott 
Richardson 
from the 
Pantagraph  
5/27/ 
2007 
Article about the change 
in property owners and 
return of the powwow. 
2.  Daily Pantagraph Sec. A3 (9-20-
84) 
“Indian art 
reflects true 
image” by Scott 
Richardson 
from the Daily 
Pantagraph 
section A3 
9/20/ 
1984 
Article about “Indian” 
artwork. Mentions Bill 
Emmett in the article 
repeatedly. 
3.  Pantagraph (1-21-45) “Indian War 
Once Raged 
Within Lines of 
County- Hostile 
Tribes and 
Frenchmen in 
Bloody Fight” 
by the observer 
from the Daily 
Pantagraph 
1/21/ 
1945 
Article with details and 
history related to Native 
Americans in central 
Illinois. It references a lot 
of William Brigham’s 
work. 
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4.  Pantagraph Article “Gravel 
Diggers’ Shovel 
Unearths Old 
City Dump” by 
Stanley Lantz 
from the 
Pantagraph  
N/A Article about Kickapoo 
artifacts found relating to 
the Grand Village of the 
Kickapoo. 
5.  Pantagraph Sec. C-12 (6-30-68) “Fierce Indian 
Battle Fought 
East of 
Arrowsmith in 
1730” by Elwell 
Crissey from 
the Pantagraph 
section C-12 
6/30/ 
1968 
Article about the history 
of the Kickapoo and 
William Brigham’s 
discoveries in the central 
Illinois area. 
 
TABLE 8: Appendix H. Buffalo Shoot 
 Document Name Publication/ 
Author 
Date Description 
1.  Buffalo Shoot 2005 Flyer “Grand Village 
of the Kickapoo 
Park presents 
the 8th Annual 
Buffalo Shoot” 
by The Grand 
Village of the 
Kickapoo Park 
2005 Flyer for the 2005 Buffalo 
Shoot containing the time, 
place, and type of activity 
taking place. 
 
 
